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ceiving a recent scar on the young man's face, remembered the duel at Burgos, and asked him in a severe tone, ' Where did you get that wound?' Thereupon the sub-lieutenant, wishing neither to tell a lie nor to confess, turned the difficulty very cleverly. Placing his finger on his cheek, he saidy £ I got it there, sir.5 The Emperor understood, and as he liked men of a ready wit, far from being angry at this original repartee, he smiled, and said to the officer, 'Your colonel proposes you for the rank of lieutenant; I grant it you, but in future behave better or I shall cashier you.'
At Burgos I found my brother, who was on the staff of Princel Berthier, chief of the general staff. Lannes' military talent increased every day, and the Emperor, who had a very high opinion of him, no longer gave him any stated command,, wishing to keep him about his person and send him where-ever things had got into disorder, being sure that he would quickly set them to rights. Thus, considering that he had left the town of Saragossa occupied by the insurgents of Arragon, and supported by the army of Oastanos, which had conquered Dupont, and that old General Moncey was only bungling, Napoleon ordered Lannes to go to Logrono, take command of the Army of the Ebro, and attack Oastanos. Thus Moncey came under the orders of Lannes. It was the' first case in which one marshal of the Empire had commanded another. Lannes showed himself worthy of this mark of confidence and distinction. He started, accompanied by his staff alone, and we travelled by post. You must know that at this time there were no draught horses in Spain, but the post-houses keep the best nags in Europe. We rode, therefore, night and day, escorted from stage to stage by detachments of cavalry. In this way we went back as far as Miranda del Ebro, whence we reached Logrono, following the river. Marshal Moncey appeared much annoyed at finding himself, the senior marshal, placed under the orders of the junior, but he had no choice but to obey.
1 Of Neuchatel. He acted usually as chief of the staff to Napoleon* Like Junot, he died (in 1815) by a fall from a window; whether voluntary or not is uncertain.